
On a recent trip up the BR116, we stopped in unannounced to visit a woman named Roxa.  Her daughter was 
a child prostitute and was murdered in a truckers cabin. As she invited us into her home, she told us that 
she’d had a dream that night - that someone would be visiting her to help her through the hopeless despair 
she felt she could no longer bear. She smiled and then left the room and returned with her daughters death 

certificate and immediately broke down, handing the certificate to Matt who began to translate for me:

Natiele was killed in a trucker’s cabin by way of a skull 
fracture to the head and subsequent gunshot to the chest. 
She was then thrown to the road and her body abandoned. To  

this day, neither Roxa or the authorities know who killed 

Natiele but they do know who recruited her to work the 

motorway - a woman from a notorious brothel hundreds of 
miles to the north called The Cows Head.

Roxa told us that she has a recurring nightmare: that her 
daughter is crying out to her for help but that she is unable 

to save her.

Matt set the certificate next to Roxa when he was done taking notes and at the sight of it, Roxa broke down 

again. We comforted her as best we could but the anguish in her weeping was unlike anything I’ve 

experienced before. Her body shuddered with grief. 

It was a sad day but we were able to laugh a little too. We bought her a bunch of groceries and basic 
necessities at the local market and by the time we left, Roxa and her remaining three daughters were 

smiling and seeing us off.

Roxa has great hopes for Jaqualini, Natalia and Talita - they are all 
determined to avoid a life of prostitution, eager for education and 

wary of the lure of women like the recruiter from The Cows Head. 

As Matt and I left Padre Paraiso, we saw this warning more than 

once, painted on the enormous boulders of the Jequitinhonha 

Valley: TRUCK DRIVER PREPARE YOURSELF. JESUS 

IS COMING.

An interesting note: Matt and I have seen a recurring theme in the 

girls we talk to along the motorway towns of the 116, virtually every 

one of them dreams of becoming an attorney. They dream of 
a world where justice is a very real thing.

-Dean
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