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Back in January 2011, the morning 
after the inauguration ceremony for 
the opening of the Pedraviva Centre 
(which was broadcast live), Dean, 
Matt and Nilce were invited to a 
private meeting with the President 
of State. The meeting concluded 
with President Jose’s verbal 
commitment to further support our 
project.

Six months later,  Meninadança was 
granted 'utilidade publica' status by 
the Brazilian government, a 
denomination bestowed on 
organizations deemed to provide 
valuable public charitable services. 
The award was published in the 
official government newspaper and 
means that, not only is our work 
officially recognized, we are also 
allowed to apply for state and 
federal funding.

CALENDAR
September 17th, 2011

The Dean Brody Foundation’s first 
benefit concert!

Location: The Chester Playhouse in 
Chester, Nova Scotia. Canada

www.chesterplayhouse.ca

November 19th, 2011

Meninadança Conference with Dean 
Brody, Matt Roper, and Nilce 
Campos

Location: Greenwich, London, UK

November 21, 2011

Matt, Dani and little Milo Roper fly 
to Brazil with Nilce, leaving London 
to help Pedraviva and to  begin 
Project 116.

   
       LETTER FROM  NILCE...

"Thank you from the bottom of my 
heart to everyone who is involved 
with us in Meninadança's work 
amongst the least of the least, 
young, vulnerable girls who are 
worth nothing in the eyes of the 
world but worth everything to God. 
I am so excited about what is 
happening here at our Pedraviva 
centre and what we believe we can 
achieve in the future, both here in 
the slums and out there on the 
motorways.

Already we are involved in the lives 
of 80 young girls, many of whom 
are victims of child prostitution or 
drug gangs, or who are so close to 
following their mothers or sisters 
into prostitution, or who have 
experienced violence and abuse at 
home. It's amazing, every day more 
and more girls come to us asking to 
join one of the dance groups. I can't 
wait until we can fill up this centre, 
with every room being used from 
morning until night, reaching many 
hundreds of girls who desperately 
need our help.

Just some of the things we are 
doing: we now have street dance 
classes every Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday for two 
groups of 25 girls; the girls have 
groups sessions with psychologists 
on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays, helping them come to 
terms with traumatic experiences 
in their past. This week we started 
art classes with groups of ten girls 
twice a week, where they make 
necklaces, jewellery and other 
items. Just like in the dance, when 
the girls see that they can make 
something beautiful, something 
they are proud of, it opens up so 
many possibilities in their minds.    

We are also starting singing and 
guitar lessons with teachers from a 
local university.

We have also started a project 
every other Tuesday with the girls' 
mothers where, with the help of a 
psychologist, we approach many 
different issues and offer support 
and advice. We also have a lawyer 
gives advice on family matters 
every other Saturday. And in June 
we are starting a dance group for 
mothers and grandmothers of many 
of girls we are wanting to reach! 
Some of these girls have been 
difficult to convince because they 
are already quite heavily involved 
in the gangs or prostitution so I 
thought if we had the mothers and 
grandmothers involved it might be 
an incentive for them to come 
along too.

"Last week the girls in our dance 
groups had a very special day as 
they were invited to perform for 
the inauguration of a programme of 
cultural events organised by the 
state government. Our street dance 
group, and a group of younger girls 
dressed as animals, performed to a 
crowd of government officials at 
the Administrative Centre. The 
children were a great success, they 
were clapped and cheered, and 
some of those watching were 
moved to tears by their dancing. 
Later they were taken to a 
restaurant for lunch, something 
many of our girls had never 
experienced.

"These are just a few of the many 
things we are doing. Our 
motivation? We want these girls to 
know just how precious they are, 
how loved they are by God, how he 
knew their names before they were 
even born. We want to make these 
fragile souls into good people, 
women who have pleasure in living 
and who become true human 
beings, with all their rights and 
responsibilities. And it's because of 
this that we are going to keep 
fighting today. We might not reach 
the whole world but each life we 
manage to change is making a 
difference. We are so grateful for 
all your support and prayers, with 
love and care, Nilce.


